
Many forms of communication 
reach for posterity, some 
audience beyond the knowing 
of the author.

Occasionally, though, 
artists, scientists, and 
engineers have been 
challenged to reach far 
beyond, toward humans in 
the very distant future 
who may know nothing 
about us, or even toward 
more highly evolved or 
alien life forms.

We 
are Here! What do you say? 

How do you say it?

The Mars Phoenix lander 
carries a DVD with message 
for future human 
colonists to Mars.

Read 
Ray 

Bradbury!

The Georgia 
Guidestones warn 
Future humans about 
eco-catastrophe.

Don’t 
Overpopulate!

The Svalbard seed vault 
seeks to preserve 
biodiversity against future 
mass extinctions.

It’s all 
about the 

seeds!

The Waste Isolation 
power plant (WIPP) in 
New mexico contains 
radioactive waste that 
could be toxic for more 
than 10,000 years.

Its designers imagined a conceptual 
architecture that would tell future 
humans to stay out.

Stay 
Out!

The “Golden Record” on the 
Voyager 1 & 2 space probes contains 
an abridged version of all human 
scientific and cultural knowledge.

It uses visual, 
mathematical, and 
symbolic language.

We Are 
here!


