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Though Persepolis: The Story of Childhood by Marjane Satrapi is a memoir and Batman: The 
Dark Knight Returns by Frank Miller is fiction, both use forms of media within the story 
to advance the plot and give readers more background information.

We have been 
reading comic books 

in class, and I 
noticed something.

Hey guys! 
It’s Katie.

Just like in our 
daily lives, TVs, radios, and 
newspapers show up in our 

comics.



In 
Persepolis and 
The Dark Knight 

Returns, the authors 
insert media into the 

comic in different visual 
ways. Watch out for me 
as I point those out as 

we talk about the 
content of the 

Book.

Then we’ll discuss 
the difference between 

how the people in the media 
are drawn and the main 
characters. You’ll be 

surprised by the 
difference. 

In their own way, 
both authors also comment 

on the media’s role in society. 
There is an emphasis on the way that 

the Government uses the media and the 
way the media presents 

sensationalist news and 
information based on opinion 

rather than fact.

But let’s not 
get ahead of 

ourselves. Let me 
tell you a little bit 
about both comics 

first.
So I’ll use what I’ve 

learned from this guy named 
Scott McCloud.

Apparently, he’s pretty big in 
the comic world, and he wrote a book 

called Understanding Comics that 
breaks down how everything 

works.



In Persepolis, Marjane Satrapi is a 10 year 
old girl in 1980 growing up in Iran. The 
Shah’s fall from power made room for 
religious leaders to take control of the 
country. Meanwhile, Iran and Iraq 
continued to disagree over border issues 
and the fight eventually evolved into a full 
on war. For Marjane, Iran was not once she 
once knew, but it was her home, and she 
grew and changed as it did.

Young, suave Bruce Wayne is gone in The 
Dark Knight Returns, replaced by a much 
older man. Now in his forties, Bruce 
retired as Batman several years before. 
Though his body aches, the city of Gotham is 
overrun by mutants and an old villain is on 
the loose yet again. Batman comes out of 
retirement to save the day, but not even 
Superman supports his actions. With a big 
part of the city against him, will Batman 
save the day?

Two very 
different stories 

right? So how could I 
possibly compare 

them?
Remember the 

media!! That part is 
important.



A character can only say so much. While 
Marjane and Batman are running around dealing 
with their own lives, there is a whole world that 

is still going on around them.

Batman definitely 
uses it more. I mean 
it’s there from the 

first page!

Note how Miller uses a 
rounded panel to 

represent The Tv while the 
News is broadcasting. 
Here the newscaster’s 

comments float above the 
screen.

So the authors 
use the media to 

inform their readers and 
the characters about 

what is going on 
outside.



In Persepolis, the 
use of media is often 

more subtle.
You have to 
look real 

close.

For example, Satrapi 
uses it to incorporate the 

political situation in Iran into 
her day to day life.

Satrapi could have 
told us herself what it 

was President Carter said, 
but instead she let us learn 
the information in the same 

way that she most likely 
would have as a child - 

through the TV.

See here thAT SATRAPI 
JUST DRAWs THE TV AND 
NEWSCASTER INTO WHAT 

LOOKS LIKE A LIVING 
ROOM.



In The Dark 
Knight Returns, 

because TV is 
constantly present, 
the reader follows 
Batman’s life and the 

narrative that the 
media is 

continuing.

The first time Miller really used 
the media to give a backstory is when 

explaining what happened to Harvey Dent, a 
former district attorney who turned evil 

after half of his face was tragically 
burnt off.

Instead of Bruce Wayne 
having to have a conversation with 
someone about Harvey Dent, the 

media just tells the reader about 
Harvey Dent’s accident, rehab, and 

recent release.



Those two 
examples are not the 

only time the books use 
the media to continue the 

background narrative.

in 
Persepolis, unlike in 

The Dark Knight Returns, 
the media is not just 

portrayed through the 
TV.

Marjane uses…

newspapers..

Here 
Marjane uses 

the Newspaper to 
comment on the 

differences in the 
Iraqi and Iranian 
armies, and the 

large number of 
deaths the 

Iranian forces 
suffered.

AGAIN SATRAPI JUST 
DRAWS IN THE MEDIA. 

IN THIS CASE, she 
puts A PHYSICAL 
NEWSPAPER IN 

MARJANE’S HANDS for 
her to read from.



and radios!

Here, the radio announcer mentions 
Iran reclaiming a city, which Marjane’s 

mother then comments that it is for the 
fourth time. This moment gives Marjane the 
chance to give more detail about just how 

hard the war is to win.

What 
is that I 

see?

There the radio is, just 
drawn into the 

background with a text 
bubble coming from 

it.



Another 
time that the media 

effectively continues 
the narrative in The Dark 
Knight Returns is in the 

page following 
Batman’s death.

While graveyard 
scenes are shown 

following Batman’s epic 
fight with Superman, the media 
commentary is what tells the 

reader what they may have 
already inferred: Batman 

is “dead.”

The newscaster 
also explains that 

Gotham is returning to 
normal,

Batman was in fact 
billionaire Bruce 

Wayne,

Wayne Manor burnt to 
the ground,

Alfred, 
Bruce Wayne’s 

butler, was also 
found dead,

and that 
Bruce Wayne’s 
fortune seems 

to have 
disappeared



That was a 
lot. Did I get 
everything?

But now you 
definitely get 

the point.

Without the 
media in both 

Persepolis and The Dark 
Knight Returns half of the 
story would be missing, 
or it would have to be 

told to us some 
other way.

How boring 
would that 

be??



While using the 
media throughout both 

stories, the authors are also 
subtly, and sometimes not so 

subtly, commenting on the 
media.

In 
Persepolis, 
Iran’s media 
reflects the 

opinions and ideas 
of the people in 

charge at the 
time.

When religious 
leaders took over 

following the end of 
the Shah’s rein, they used 
TV to tell citizens why 

they should have to 
wear the veil.



In Batman, 
people have a lot of 

airtime to just give their 
opinions.

Because Batman: 
The Dark Knight Returns 

satirizes society 
throughout the comic, it 
could be that they allow 

anyone to speak on TV in the 
way that actual TV stations 

allow just about any 
“expert” to speak.

Without actually 
knowing Batman’s 

thoughts and 
motivations, the media’s 
opinion could give you a 
different impression of 

who the masked 
vigilante is.

Hearing from 
the two 

simultaneously gives 
readers a unique 

point of view.

I 
think 
that…

Note the squiggly lines 
here coming from the tV. 
In Understanding Comics, 
McCloud mentioned that 
changing the bubble is 
one way to ditinguish 

speakers, or in this case 
the TV. 



Another 
way that the authors 

comment on the media, is 
through their depiction of the 
people Speaking. Miller uses a 
much more abstract Style in the 

Dark Knight Returns, which is 
another sign of the tone the 

book takes on the 
media.

These two depictions 
of people on the news are 

fairly similar to the way Satrapi 
depicts all of the other people 

in Persepolis. The faces are 
very cartoonish and not very 

detailed.

There are 
obvious differences 

between the main 
characters and the media 

within The Dark Knight 
Returns though.

Here we see a 
newscaster, Bruce 

Wayne, and a host for a 
specialty show. These are 

all very different from one 
another. I’ll show you 

where these fall on 
McCloud’s chart, and then 
we’ll talk about some of 

the possible reasons 
why.



Here the different 
images are laid out on 
the picture plane. From 
real (more detailed) to 

Language (less detailed), and 
up to Abstract, they all 

fall into different 
places.

Compared to Bruce Wayne, 
both examples of the media are 

both less detailed, and the man is more 
abstract than the woman. This could be 
Miller’s way of visually depicting the 

difference between the woman, a  
newscaster, and the man, the front runner 

of an opinion hour. He could be depicted 
as more abstract because he is less 
reliable or seen in a more negative 

light than the woman.

Bruce 
Wayne is 
the main 

character 
and therefore 

more 
detailed, 

making him 
seem more 

real. 



This 
was fun 
guys!

We’ve 
talked about 

a lot. 

we discussed how the media 
is incorporated into each story. 

Through updating the characters on 
current events and continuing to push 

the plot, the media plays a very 
important role.

Without the 
media, you would’ve 
had to rely on the 

character to tell you 
the story, and that’s 

just kind of 
boring. 

Kind of 
like this. 

Oops!

The media 
doesn’t always 

present viewers with 
the full picture. You see 
what they want you to see 

about the news and 
about them, and it 

influences the 
publics opinion.

And even the 
way authors and 
artists draw the 

media influences what 
we think. McCloud was 

right. They make 
characters look a 
certain way so that 

readers get a 
certain 

impression.




